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his Sermon preached, this Day before thc he 

SOCIETY, and that he be deſired to * W 

the fame. | | hy 

P 

And 


David Humphreys, 
Secretary. 


Rom. x. 13, 1415 5, 


IV hofoever ſhall call upon the Mane 
| of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved.” 

How then ſhall they call on him, in 
| whom they have not believed? And 
how ſhall they believe in him, of 
whom they Bone not heard? Aud 
bow ſhall they hear without a 
Preacher © 


And how ſhall they preach, except 
they be ſent ? 


5. "theſe Words is too plain to 
| necd any Explication. Salva— 
tion is in the Goſpel offer'd 
to all Men, to all Nations 
without Diſtinction, not con- 
"= to one People, as was the Law given 
by ＋ Whoſoever 2 any where call 
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Colonies we have in America, and the Ve. 


pable of the Salyation purchaſed by him, 
The Goſpel makes no Difference between 
the Few and the Greek; that is, the Gentile, 
or People of other Nations: For the ſam; 
is Lord over all, and rich in Mercy and 
Goodneſs unto all that call upon him. But 
to what Purpoſe is Salvation offer'd to al 
Men, if none be ſent to make known the 
glad Tidings, and to declare the Condition 
on which this Offer is made to them? Jo 


this End an Appointment of a Miniſtry i; 


neceſlary, and that ſome Proviſion be made 
for the Maintenance of thoſe who ſhall be 
ſent. But if this be neceſſary, nothing can 
be a more convincing Proof of the great 
Uſefulneſs of the Society here aflembled, 
whoſe chief Deſign and Care is to propa 
gate the Knowledge of this Salvation into 
the new World, into the Plantations and 


Indies, by the moſt effectual Ways they can, 
and particularly by providing a competent 
Number of fit Miniſters. And as this and the 
other Proviſions neceſſary for this good Work 
can't be ſupported and carried on, much le 
extended and enlarged, without a very col- 
ſiderable Expence, for which there is no 
other Fund, but what ariſes from their own 
voluntary Subſcriptions, and the Charity 0! 
other pious and well-diſpoſed Perſons ; what- I 
ever is an Argument for providing Miniſters 
and other Requiſites for this Miſſion, is, is 
the 
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the ſame Time an Argument to all ſerious 
and good Chriſtians, to be liberal in their 
Contributions, according to the Abilities 
with which God hath bleſſed them, towards 
raiſing, from Time to Time, ſuch Sums as ſhall 
be wanted for the effectual carrying on ſo great 
an Undertaking. Ican't therefore, I apprehend, 
better anſwer the End of your Anniverſary 
Meeting in this Place, than by employing the 


Time allowed me, in an Endeavour to excite 


the Benevolence and kind Aſſiſtance of good 
Men in Support of ſo uſeful a Deſign. And 
this, as to the Preacher's Part, is indeed an 
eaſy Task, when the Deſign he recommends 
is ſo excellent and uſeful in its End, and is 
conduced and carried into Execution by ſuch 
unexceptionable, ſuch juſt and proper Means, 
and when the Motives which induce to the 
Support of it, are fo reaſonable, and ſo well 
known. And Diſcourſes of this Nature 
would be as effectual as they are eaſy, if 
thoſe they are addreſs'd to, had the Zeal ot 
the firſt Chriſtians, who thought nothing too 
much which it was in their Power to do, 
where the Honour of their God and Saviour, 
and the Good of their Fellow-Creatures call- 
ed for an extraordinary Exertion of their 
Piety and Charity. Nothing makes the 
Preacher's Part on this Occaſion difficult, but 
that you have already heard ſo many cxcel- 
lent Diſcourſes upon the ſame Subject. But 
ſince the ſame Calls upon this Socicty are 

ſtill 
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ſtill continued, I ſhould rather ſay, increaſed, 
which requires an Augmentation of Miſſio- 
naries, and a proportionable Increaſe of other 
Expences, ſuch Diſcourſes are ſtill neceſſary; 
and you will have Patience to hear the old 
Arguments in Fayour of this Charity till 
urged to you, ſince Arguments, good in them- 
ſelves, are not the leſs ſo, becauſe they are 
not new, which, in ſuch a Caſe as this, it 
would be unreaſonable to expect; for what 
can be ſuppoſed to be left, which in a 
Courſe of ſo many Years has not been al- 
ready ſaid. 

No Charity can ftand clearcr of all Objec- 
tions, or have more reaſonable and juſter 
Motives to encourage it, than this you are now 
cxhorted to. For, firſt, The Deſign of this Soci- 
ety is the molt excellent and uſctul in its End, 
which is % propagate the Goſpel in Foreign 
Parts: And this, as is ſet forth in the Char- 
ter by which they are incorporated, imme- 
diately and principally means, to propagate 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel among our own 
People in ſuch of our Colonies, © which by 
« Reaſon of their Poverty are deſtitute and 
c unprovided of a Maintenance for Mini- 
« ſters, and the publickx Worſhip of God; 
and for Lack of ſuch Support and Main- 
© tenance, many of them ſeem abandoned 
© to Atheiſm and Infidelity, or are in Dan- 
ger of being perverted to Popiſh Superſti- 
« tion and Idolatry.“ This Socicty therc- 

| fore 
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fore is incorporated by the Royal Authority, 
c to receive, manage, and diſpoſe of the 
« Charity of ſuch pious Perſons who ſhall 
« be willing to contribute to the Support of 
« a ſtanding Miniſtry among them, and to- 
« wards ſuch other Proviſion as ſhall be found 
et neceſſary for the ſucceſsful Propagation of 
« the Goſpel in thoie Parts.” This is the 
End for which this Society is incorporated ; 
it is to reſcue an infinite Number of poor 
People, who ſtand in a near Relation to us, 
as Subjects of the ſame Government, and 
yery uſeful ones too, out of a State of the 
greateſt Miſery, and bring them into a Ca- 
pacity of the greateſt Happineſs. For what 
can be a State of greater Miſery, than to be 
over- run with Ignorance and Error, to be un- 
der the Guilt and Dominion of Sin, and as 
the juſt Reward of it, under the heavy Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure of Almighty God? And what 
on the other hand can be greater Happineſs, 
than for rational Creatures to have their Un- 
derſtandings enlightned with the Knowledge 
of divine Truths, to be aſſured of Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs for paſt Offences, and to 
have a well grounded Hope upon Faith and 
Repentance of an Eternal Salvation reſerved 
in the Heavens for them? 

We may not perhaps be ſo ſenſible of the 
Greatneſs either of this Miſery, or of this 
Happineſs, becauſe we never have experimen- 
tally known what a State of Heathcniſm is, 

and 
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and do not ſee in their full Force the great 
Advantages of Chriſtianity, thro the ill Lives 
of too many who are Chriſtians in Name 
only. But it is not the leſs true in itſelf, 
that the Goſpel, in the Nature of it, is he 
Power of God to Salvation, and that with- 
out it Mankind were in the moſt miſerable 
and deplorable Condition; and ſo they til] 
are, Where its Light has not ſhined; and it 
would be again ſo in all Parts, were the 
Light of the Goſpel again withdrawn. Who- 
ever conſiders the State the Goſpel found the 
World in, or underſtands the true Deſign and 
Nature of it, as 'tis deliver d to us in the 
New Teſtament, or the wonderful Effects it 
had in the Reformation of the World upan 
the firſt ſpreading of it, muſt be convinced 
of the Truth of this. Nothing 1s more evi- 
dent, than that in the Goſpel, Terms of Par- 
don and Salvation are offered to a wicked 
World, a World overſpread with the groſſeſt 
and moſt abſurd Idolatry ; and their Morality 
was of a Piece with their Theology. And 
what better could be expected? What Prin- 
ciples of Virtue could be learnt or cultivated 
under ſo much Ignorance ? Or what Obliga- 
tions to moral Dutics could ariſe from the 
Belicf and Worſhip of ſuch Deities? What 
Influence from ſuch Examples, but to copy 
after the Vices many of them were. diſtin- 
guiſh'd by > What had they to fear from their 
Diſpleaſure, if they indulged themſelves in 

Sin; 
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Sin; or what Favours had they to hope for, 
from a better Life ? They neither knew the 
Excellence of Virtue, nor were taught the 
Rules of it; nor if they had, had they Mo- 
tives laid before them ſtrong enough to make 
them perſevere in the Obſeryance of them. 
For their Expectations of a future State were 
either none at all, or too weak to have any 
great Influence on their Practice: And while 
their Views were bounded within this Life, 
all Things happen'd too much alike to all, 
to impreſs deeply on them a juſt Senſe of 
an over-ruling Providence, and make them 
prefer, in Obedience to it, Virtue and Self- 
denial to the immediate Pleaſures and Inter- 
eſts with which Vice tempted them. 

Thus, in the Reaſon of Things, it muſt 
have been in Nations ſo devoid of the Know- 
ledge of God and Providence, and ſuch in 
Fact we find it was in the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times when this Ignorance prevailed. We 
need only look into the Firſt Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, to be convinced of 
the monſtrous Idolatry and Immorality which 
the Goſpel found the World immerſed in, 
Tis to little Purpoſe to urge Reaſon againſt 


Nature againſt Revelation, and to talk of the 

great Things that may be done by them, as 

if they were of themſelyes, and without 

other Aſſiſtance, ſufficient to teach Men their 

Duty to God and to one another : Toney 
| B an 


Fat, and to ſet up the Law and Light of 
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and Fact are on the other Side; our Savior 
found the World under the greateſt Ignorance 
of the true God, and the groſſeſt Corruption 
of Manners, which is the fulleſt Proof that can 
be, how much a Revelation was wanteq. 
And the Event abundantly confirmed the ſame 
Truth ; prodigious was the Alteration made 
by the Preaching of the Goſpel, with reſpeq 
both to the Religion and Manners of Men; 


Idolatry was baniſhed from a great Part of 


the known World in a few Years, and Vici. 
ouſneſs of Manners in infinite Numbers of 
Men vaniſhed with it, and they became e 
Creatures; all Things were created anew in 
Chriſt Feſus. The World ſoon found the 
Advantage of having a Teacher ſent to them 
from God, who had both Knowledge ſuffici- 
ent to inſtruct them in the whole Will of God, 
and in all Parts of their Duty, both to him 
and to one another; and alſo Authority ſuf- 
ficient to give his Precepts the Force of Laws, 
Laws that would reach the Thoughts and 
Heart, as well as the outward Attinns, and 
to ſecure the Obſervance of them by the 
greateſt and moſt powerful of all Sanctions, 
cyerlaſting Puniſhment, and Life Eternal in a 
future State. And what was till a greater 
Bleſſing to Mankind, in this fad and deplo- 
rable Condition in which the Goſpel found 
them, this heavenly Teacher, and he alone 
could give them what they moſt wanted and 
could leaſt hope for, Aſſurance of Pardon 

upon 
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upon their repenting and beitcving in him 


for Sins paſt, and of the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit to ſtrengthen their Reſolutions of 
Amendment, and ſupport thera in their En- 
deayours after Piety and Virtue for the 
Time to come. Such a Teacher from God 
was neceſſary to inſtruct and reform the 
World; ſuch a Teacher in Fact did come, 
and did all that could be wiſhed, more than 
could be expected by Men who had ſo greatly 
offended. 

I ſhall not purſue this Argument farther, 
both becanſe it would lead me too far from 
my preſent Buſineſs, and becauſe it has very 
lately been the Subject of very able Pens, which 
have left the Infidel Cauſe without Excuſe ; 
and if Men, who pretend to deſire Con- 
viction would read, they muſt yeild. I am 
now ſpeaking to a Chriſtian Audience; to 
ſuch 1 have already ſaid enough; they believe 
the Scriptures, and are acquainted with 
them, more cſpecially with the Books of the 
New Teſtament ; there they find not only a 
Hiſtory of our Saviour's Life and Death, what 
he did and ſuffer d for us, but what he 
taught as the Will of God, what his Doctrines 
and Commands are, as deliver'd by himſelf. 
And in the Acts, a Book which can never 
be too much read, we ſee what the Goſpel 
in Subſtance is, as deliver'd and taught by 
his Apoſtles; there we ſee in what Manner 


St. Peter and St. Paul preach'd to the Zews, 
3 | and 
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and in what Manner to the Gentiles, and in 
what Condition the Goſpel found both of 
them. In the Epiſtle to the Romans, which, 
on Account of the Importance of the Subjeg, 
and the ſuitable Care it is treated with, hath 
deſervedly the firſt Place among St. Pauls 
Writings ; the Neceſſity of embracing the 
Goſpel in order to Salvation, and to obtain 
Pardon of Sin, is fully ſhewn. In the firſt 
Chapter of that Epiſtle, St. Paul, as I have 
already obſerved, ſets forth the extreme Wick 
edneſs of the Gentile World at that Time; 
in the ſecond, that the Fews: were little bet- 
ter; and from theſe Premiſes, in the third 
he infers the Neceſlity of Faith in Chriſt, ſince 
all have ſin d, and come ſhort of the Glory 
of God, and no Juſtification can be had by 
Works; that therefore ſinful Man can be 
juſtified only by the Righteouſneſs of God, 
which is by Faith of % lus Chriſt, whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation thro 
Faith in his Blood, to declare his Righteou|- 


neſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt. 


Whoever believes this Repreſentation given 
by St. Paul, will want no-other Arguments 
to convince him of the wretched State the 
World was in before our Saviour came, and 
conſequently of the Neceſlity there. was of 
his coming, to reform and, redeem Loſt Man; 
he will be. thoroughly convinced, that the 
World was to an extreme Degree void of al 
true Religion and Virtue; and that it. ba 

105 
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Providence of God were at all concerned in 
the Government of the World, nothing could 
reſult from thence, but a fearful looking for 
of Judgment; that they were the Children of 
Wrath, being the Children of Diſobedience, 
and in all Views moſt miſerable; and that 
conſequently the Revelation of the Goſpel 
was the greateſt Bleſſing God could, in this 
diſtreſs'd Condition, give to Man, by in- 
ſtructing him in all ſaving Knowledge, by 
giving him the plaineſt, and, at the ſame 
Time, the moſt perfect Rules of Duty, by 
2 him in the Spirit of his Mind by 
the Aſliſtance and Influence of his Grace, 
and by encouraging his Obedience by the Pro- 
miſe of the greateſt Happineſs. 

But if this was the Condition of the Hea- 
then World before it was enlightned by the 
Goſpel, we may eaſily imagine what would 
be the Condition of our own American Co- 
lonies, if for Want of due Inſtruction in the 
Goſpel, they were ſuffered to fall into Hea- 
theniſm. We may be very ſure they would 
fall into the ſame Ignorance of the true God, 
into the ſame Want of moral Principles, and 
into the ſame Corruption of Manners, tho' 
not perhaps into the ſame Idolatry. But that 
would not at all mend their Condition ; In- 
fidelity and Atheifm have no Advantage of 
Idolatry ; if there be a total Ignorance of the 
true God, whether Idolatry, or the Belief of 
no ſuperior Beings be ſubſtituted in the Room 


of 
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our Aſſiſtance in Diſtreſſes of every Kind. 


of a true and rational Belief, there will be 
no Foundation left for moral Principles to 
be built on, and from thence will neceſſarily 
follow a total Corruption and Depravity of 
Manners. The Caſe therefore of theſe Co. 
lonies would, on this Suppoſition, be as de- 
plorable as that of any other Heathen Nations, 

Who then that conſiders the extreme 


Wretchedneſs of ſuch a ſinful State, and the 


Miſery both Preſent and Future, conſequent 
upon it, can poſſibly doubt with himſelf, 
whether any thing can be more excellent and 
uſeful than the Deſign of this Society, who, 
in Charity to the Souls of their poor Bre. 
thren, do all in their Power to propagate 
the Goſpel among them, with no other View, 
but to deliver them from the greateſt Mi- 
ſery, and bring them into a Capacity of the 
greateſt Happincis ? 

Charity is, we all know, moſt eminently 


diſtinguiſhed in the Goſpel above all other 


Virtues ; and next to the Love of God, the 
Love of our Neighbour is the greateſt Duty 
of a Chriſtian, and without which the Love 
of God is in vain pretended to ; and we 
know likewiſe in what a Latitude our Saviour 
has explained the Duty of Loving our Neigh- 
bour, ſo as to take in all Mankind. But if 
this Love in us be ſincere, it will exert itſelf 
according to its Power in all proper Inſtan- 
ces, towards the Relief of thoſe who want 
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And to a faithful and chearful Diſcharge of 
this Duty, we have in the Goſpel the grear- 
eſt Encouragement, hocver, ſays our Sa- 
viour, ſhall give a Cup of cold Water, in the 
Name of a ©Diſciple, verily I ſay unto you, 
he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Reward; and in 
the Deſcription himſelf gives of the Laſt 
Judgment, the great Enquiry will be into 
our Works of Charity. And how ſtrongly 
a lively Senſe of their Obligations to this 
Duty operated on the firſt Chriſtians, we ſce 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles 3 that hey /o/d 
their Poſſeſſions and Goods, and parted them 
to /” Men, as every Man had need. And 
tier Charity was not confined to ſuch as 
were preſent with them, or near to them, 
m the ſame Town, or City, or Parts adjacent ; 
they had no ſuch narrow Thoughts. We 
read Acts xi. that at Antioch, upon Agabus 
fignifying to them by the Spirit, that there 
wonld be a great Dearth, which came to 
paſs in the Days of Claudius, the Diſciples, 
every Man according to his Ability, deter- 
mined to ſend Relief unto the Brethren, 
which dwelt in judea: Which accordingly 
they did, and ſent it to the Elders by the 
Hands of Barnabas and Paul ; thoſe Elders 
probably, who were appointed in the ſeyenth 
of the As, to take Care of the Poor, that 
the Apoſtles themſelves might be wholly at 
Liberty to preach the Word. And ſtill from 
remoter Parts the Diſciples ſent Relief to the 

Bre- 
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Brethren at Feruſalem. St. Paul, in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, earneſtly exhorts 
them to this Duty, as he had before done the 
Galatians. Now concerning the Collection for 
the Saints, as I have given Order to the 
Churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. Upon 
the firſt Day of the Week, (the Lord's-Day) 
let every one of you lay by him in Store, as 
God hath proſpered him. -- And when I cone, 
whomſoever ye ſhall approve, them will [| 
ſend to bring your Liberality to Jeruſalem, 
And what Effect his Exhortations had, we 
find in his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corimthians, 
in which he commends them for their ready 
Compliance with him: As touching the Mi. 


niſtry to the Saints, it is ſuperfiuous that I 
 ewrite unto you. For I know the Forward. 


neſs of your Minds, for which I boaſt of 
you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia (of 
which Corinth was the principal City) was 
ready a Tear ago; and your Leal hath provo- 
ked many. And St. Pant himſelf carried 
theſe Contributions to Jeruſalem, as appears 
by what he tells the Romans, Ch. xv. 25. 
But now I go to Jeruſalem, to miſter to the 
Saints. For it hath pleaſed them of Macc- 
donia and Achaia, to make a certain Contribu- 
tion for the poor Saints which are at ]cru- 
ialem. And in faying this St. Paul ſuffici- 
ently intimates to them, that it is their Du- 
ty to follow this Example; for he immedi- 


ately ſubjoins theſe remarkable Words: 4 
| | hat 
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hath pleaſed them verily, and their Debtors 
they are : So that in St: Paul's Judgment in 


doing this, they only paid a Debt; For if 


the Gentiles, ſays he, have been made Par- 
takers of their Spiritual Things, their Duty 
is alſo to miniſter unto them in carna 
Things. = 
Thus ready were the firſt Chriſtians to relieve 
the temporal and bodily Neceſſities of their 
Brethren by very liberal Contributions, even 
in Parts greatly diſtant and remote from them. 
But if they were thus forward to aſſiſt them in 
Things relating to the Body only, and for 
their Support and Maintenance during their 
ſhort State of Pilgrimage here on Earth ; how 
much more ready may we ſuppoſe they were, 
to relieve their Spiritual Wants; and in or- 
der to that, to provide a Maintenance where 


it was wanted, for thoſe who would undertake 


the good Work of Preaching Chriſt to them 
that fat in Darkneſs, that they might be de- 
liver'd from the Captivity and Slavery of Sin 
and Satan, and be converted and live, by be- 
ing made the Sons of God, and Heirs of 
Eternal Salvation? The Miniſtration of ſuch 
Service not only ſupplics the carthly, the bo- 
dily, the temporary Wants of Men; bur 
what is infinitely more valuable, it ſupplics 
Wants which could not otherwiſe be ſup— 
plicd ; Wants, under which not their Bodies 
but their Souls muſt have pcriſhed everlaſt- 
ingly. For, as thoſe who have ſiuned in the 
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Law, ſhall be judged by the Law ; ſo the 
Scripture declares, that 7hoſe who have ſinned 
without Law, ſhall alſo periſh without Lacy. 

To give Light to them that ſit in Darkness 
and the Shadow of Death, to proclaim Re- 
demption to the Captive, to publiſh Pardon 
and Salvation to Men bound faſt in the 
Chains of Sin, and for their Sin by the juſt 
Judgment of God reſerved for everlaſting 
Chains of Darkneſs in a future State, is the 
nobleſt, the moſt uſeful, the moſt excellent 
Charity Man can beſtow upon his Fellow- 
Creatures; and to deliver Men out of ſo 
much Miſery, or to keep them from falling 
into it, is in Effect one and the ſame Thing, 
and equally charitable. But this is the End 
propoſed by this Society. Some other chari- 
table Inſtitutions have by ſome been called 
in Queſtion, and a Doubt has been made, whe- 
ther upon the whole they were uſeful or not, 
on Account of ſome Inconveniences they think 
they ſec in them, or ſeem to apprehend from 
them. I am far from thinking the ObjeQi- 
ons of ſuch Men well founded; or of great 
Weight ; but made, tis certain, they have 
been, and ſtill are. But no body, who calls 
himſelf a Chriſtian, ever pretended to fay, 
that Chriſtianity ought not to be propagated : 
No body ever faid, it was not for the Ho- 
nour of God and his Chriſt, to make his 
Name known among the Gentiles, and to 
ſpread his Religion to the Ends of the Eartt:: 


No 
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No body ever maintained, it was not for the 
Benefit of Man to be taught the Knowledge 
of God, to be inſtructed in the Rules of Vir- 
tue, to be aſſured of the Pardon of his Sins, 
and to be entituled ro the Privileges and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel : Much leſs can any 
ſerious and ſincere Chriſtian be under any 
Doubt, whether he ought not to wiſh for, 
and in his Station endeavour to preſerve, the 
Continuance of the Light of the Goſpel, and 
prevent by all proper Methods, the Extinc- 
tion of it in thoſe Parts of the World, that 
have been peopled from their own Mother- 
Country. This is a Part impoſlible for Men 
to att, who have the Cauſe of Virtue and 
Religion at all at Heart, any Zeal for the 
Honour of God, or any Benevolence towards 
their Fellow-Creatures. 

But if this Deſign be ſo good in its End, and 
ſo free from all Objections, tis not leſs unex- 
ceptionable in reſpect to the Means by which 


| tis carried on, ſo far as this Society is concern- 


ed. Some Charities, which in themſelves are 
right and highly commendable, have ſometimes 
had the Misfortune to be ſo ill managed in 
ſome Reſpect or other, as greatly to diſcourage 
thoſe who would otherwiſe have been will- 
ing and ready to concur in the Support of 
them; they have been either in unskilful or 
diſhoneſt Hands; there have been cither real 
or ſuſpected Miſapplications ; private Intereſt 
has been thought to be ſerved under . 
C2 © 
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of publick Good, and Charity has been either 


injudiciouſly and unadviſedly adminiſtred, or 
diverted from its proper Channel to ſerve a 


Party. But the Deſign no e us is not 
only clear from all Be ons of exery 


Kind, that could be a Blemiſh to it, but 
from every the'lcaſt Suipicion of them; there 
is no Pretence to ſuſpet want either of Abi- 
lity or Integrity. No Perſons can in Point 
of Ability be ſuppoſed better to underſtand 
what are the propereſt Methods to be taken 
for a ſucceſsful Propagation of the Goſpel. 
Their Education and Profeſſion, the Study 
and Buſineſs of their Lives, in whom the 
Management of the Affairs of this Society 
chicfly is, are ſuch as muſt naturally beſt qua- 
lify them for ſuch an Undertaking. And it 
it could be apprehended, that their Studies 
and Employments here at home were not 
ſufficient to make them the fitteſt Judges of 
the moſt proper Methods for propagating the 
Goſpel in ſuch diſtant Parts, and in Coun- 
trics they arc ſo unacquainted with, yet it 
muſt be allowed, that a long Experience has 
abundantly ſupplicd all ſuch ſuppoſed Deteds, 


Experience is, in all Undertakings, of great 


Service; and nothing of Importance was 
ever yet cntred on, that was at firſt ſo per- 
fect, however able Hands it was in, as not 
to admit, upon repeated Tryals, of conſider— 
able Improvements. This Advantage this So- 
cicty has been long poſſeſsd of, and tis 


hard! 
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hardly to be thought, that any Thing now 
remains that can render thoſe who ſhall come 
after, better qualified for the Management of 
this Charity, than thoſe in whoſe Hands it at 
preſent is, and has long been. So that we 
have all the Certainty that any Man can rca- 
ſonably deſire, that this Deſign is not only 
well-meant, but carried on by Perſons well 
qualified for it, and capable of conducting it in 
the beſt and moſt effectual Manner within 
their Power. 

And if we are ſatisfied of their Ability for 
this good Work, we can't be leſs ſo of their 
Integrity. This we have not only the fullcſt 
Aſſurance of from their general Character 
in Point of Religion and Virtue, and from 
the diſintereſted Principles and Motives on 
which they firſt engaged in this Deſign, but 
from the viſible Effects of it in the whole 
Courſe of their Proceedings. Here arc no 
private or ſelfiſh Intereſts aimed at, no Party- 
Ends to be ſerved ; as they act upon the ſame 
generous Principles for the Service of our 
common Chriſtianity, ſo they act with the 
greateſt Unity, which is a ſure Sign of the 
Uprightneſs of their Intentions ; for where 
a Number of People acting in a voluntary 
Society have corrupt Views, they can't con- 
tinue long united; Diſcord and Diſſenſion 
will creep in, while each endeavour to ſerve 
their own ſiniſter Ends. But nothing of this 
Kind has Place here; as they act upon the 

lame 
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ſame Principles, they have all the ſame Views, 
and purſue the ſame End, to promote and 
advance, in the moſt effectual Manner, the 
righteous Work they are engaged in ; which 
is to propagate in Parts which ſo much want 
it, pure and genuine Chriſtianity, reformed 
from the Corruptions of Popery, and as it i; 
deliver'd to us in the Scriptures. | 

Their Deſign is not to propagate Popiſh 
Errors by Popiſh Methods, but Chriſtian 
Truths by Chriſtian Means; and Men ſin— 
cerely engaged in ſuch a Cauſe will natu— 
rally preſerve Unity among themſelves as 
well as Charity. And what is further 
much to the Commendation of this So- 
ciety, as they act with the ſtricteſt Unity, ſo 
they purſue their Work with the greateſt 
Conſtancy and Diligence; the Cauſe has ne- 
ver ſuffer d through want of a ſteady Appli- 
cation to it; they give their Time and Care 
to the Proſecution of this noble Underta— 
king, and that without the leaſt perſonal Ad- 
vantage or Profit to themielves, which is one 
of the beſt Proofs any Society of Men can 
give of their Integrity. And their whole 
Conduct is as great a Proof of their Prudencc, 
as appears by the Rules they have preſcribed 
themſelves as the Meaſure of it; what thoſe 
Rules are, every one may ſee, ſince they arc 
publick, and in Print. And give me Leave 
to add, that theſe Rules are not a dead Lct- 
ter; they are not Rules to be hung up, but 


5 never 
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never to be obſerved ; they are conſtantly and 
ſleadily purſued ; they are careful to make 


1d the neceſſary Enquiries, and get the beſt In- 
he formation they can, into the State of Reli- 
ch gion in our ſeveral Colonics ; they receive 
nt impartially and readily Applications from all 
ed Parts of them, and give their Help where 
i dis moſt wanted, and in ſuch Proportions 
| 25 their Fund will permit, conſiſtently with 
iſh the great Variety of Demands made from ſo 
an many Quarters. And as they are thus carc- 
in ful to learn what the Spiritual Wants of theſe 
u- poor People are, and to proportion their 
38 proviſions for them in the beſt, and moſt juſt, 
her and moſt frugal Manner they can; ſo are 
do. they in the Choice of thoſe they ſend to 
ſo preach the Goſpel to them. It muſt be re- 
co WT membred, they have no compulſory Powers 
ne. to oblige Perſons to go upon ſuch Miſſions, 
pli- WF vbcther they will or no; the Clergy of the 
are Reformed Churches are not under abſo— 
rta- lte Vows of implicit Obedience to their Su- 
Ad. WE pcriors, as they are in the Popiſh Seminaries. 
one | It muſt likewiſe be remembred, that the Re- 
can formed Clergy are not under Vows of Celi- 
10!C bacy, as in the Church of Home, which 
ace, makes the Choice of Miſltonarics ſtill more 
"VE" | difficult; ſince Perſons who have Families 
loſe can't be ſuppoſed ſo willing to tranſplant 
are themſelves into foreign Countries; and it 
8 they were, the Expence attending it would 


| Wayoidably be much greater, It is not there- 
fore 
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fore ſo eaſy to get ſuch Miſſionaries as one 
could moſt wiſh for, and as ſome may ex. 
pect they ſhould, who have never thoroughly 
conſidered it. But if they can't do what they 
would in this Reſpect, tis certain they do 
what they can; they enquire with all due 
Care into the Characters of thoſe who offer 
themſelves for theſe Miſſions 3 and if they 
ever make a wrong Choice, the Fault is not 
theirs, but muſt be laid at their Door who 
have impoſed on them by falſe Character. 
But this, I apprehend, has very rarely been 
the Caſe, both from the great Precaution 
taken to prevent ſuch Abuſes, and from the 
few Complaints there have been of thoſe 
who have been ſent ; who, that they may 
be able to diſcharge the paſtoral Duty well, 
have very good and very particular Direct. 
ons given them for their Conduct. And to 
enable them ſtill further for a right Dif. 
charge of their Function, they not only give 
them good Inſtructions, but furniſh them 
with good Books alſo. In ſhort, they leave 


nothing undone, which it is in their Power 


to do, in this chief and principal Part of 
their Deſign, the ſending Miſſionaries. But 
the Society have not ſtopt here, they have 
not only provided in the beit Manner they 
could, Miniſters with competent Salarics for 
the publick Worſhip of God, and a due Ad. 
miniſtration of his Word and Sacraments to 


theſe poor People, but Schools, and Matters 
9 ond 
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and Books, for the Education of their Chil- 
dren in Virtue, and the Principles of true 
Religion. 

I might give many other Proofs of the 
Zeal and Care of this Society in the Proſe- 
cution of this good Work; but more need 
not be ſaid to ſhew, that this is a moſt uſe- 
ful and excellent Deſign, and that it requires 
2 conſtant Attention, and great Prudence al- 
ſo, to carry it on ſucceſsfully ; much more 


ſhall we be convinced of this, if we conſider 


the vaſt Extent of the Countries to which the 
Care of this Society applys itſelf. So exten- 
ſive an Undertaking, tis moſt evident, muſt be 
attended with a very conſiderable Expence, to- 
wards which they-have no other Fund but what 


| ariſes from their own Contributions, and thoſe 


| of other well-diſpoſed Perſons ; and if the 
| whole Fund thus raiſed be compared with the 
Works in which it has been employ'd, this will 
demonſtrably ſhew how frugally and prudent- 
| Ivy this great Deſign has been carried on, and 
| that the Moneys given towards it have not 
been unneceſlarily diſpenſed or miſapplied. 
And whoever is able to form a true Judgment 
ina Work of this Nature, will rather won- 
der the Society have been able to do ſo much 
| with ſo lender a Stock, than ask, why they 
have not done more? a Queſtion unthiaking 
and unfriendly Men are forward to ask, part- 
i from miſtaking the true Deſign of this 
| inſtitution, and partly from not ſufficiently 
conſidering 
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conſidering the many and great Difficulties ſuch 
a Work is unavoidably attended with. Some 
Men from the Style of this Society, which 
is for propagating the Goſpel in foreign Parts 
are apt to think that their chief, if not ſole 
Buſineſs is, to convert the wild Indians, 
and expect to hear of whole Tribes and Na. 
tions of them brought over by their Miſſio. 
narics to the Chriſtian Faith. But this j; 
pure Miſtake : This Society, as I haye already 
obſerved, was incorporated for the Cultiy. 
tion of the Chriſtian Religion in our own 
Plantations ;: and among our own People, in 
ſuch Places where they are ſo poor, as not 
to be able to maintain a Standing Miniſtry 
themſelves, that the Knowledge of God, and 
a Senſe of Virtue and Religion might be pre. 
ſerved among them. Burt if that. had been 
the Deſign of this Society, could it be c 
pected they ſhould propagate the Goſpel with 
the ſame Succeſs, and make the tame quick 
Progreſs in the Converſion of Nations, as 
the firſt Chriſtians did? They who think ſo, 
know little of the Uſe of Miracles, the on- 
ly poſſible Means of converting Multitudes 
at once, and ſubduing whole Nations to the 
Obedience of the Faith in a few Years, or of 
the Uſe of the Gift of Tongues, when the 
World is divided into ſo many Languages, 
which muſt be firſt learnt, before Converſi- 
ons can poſlibly be begun. Tis evidently im- 
poſſible, that thoſe who want theſe Gifts of 

Miracles 
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| for Propagation of the Goſpel, &c. 


27 


Wiracles and Tongues, ſhould make Converts 
in ſuch Numbers, or with ſuch Diſpatch, as 
thoſe who had them. To theſe and other 
Differences between the primitive Times and 
thoſe we live in, I wiſh I could not add the 
jery different Lives of the Generality of 
Chriſtians now from what they were then. 
This is not only one Difference, but next to 


dy Miracles and Tongues the greateſt ; there is 
ag ; ſtrange Charm in Piety and Virtue towards 
wo making Converts, where they ſhine out in 
He n eminent Degree, in their genuine and na- 
Mx ire Luſtre. People, even wild and ſavage 
try people, will flock in, to a Religion, which 
ind hey ſee has ſo great an Influence on thoſe 
mo who recommend it to them; whereas on the 
een ther hand, they will ſuſpect, diſlike, deteſt 
— Religion, whoſe Profeſſors they ſee, in- 
"th lead of being made by it more than Men, 
Ck ire in their Actions worſe than Brutes, de- 
Wo fled with all Manner of Vice, full of Ava- 
lo, ice, Luxury, Intemperance, and Luſt, and 
oe rathing nothing but Cruelty, Falſhood, and 
ics lerenge. I might add, that they who 
the would convert now the Meſt. Indian Nations, 
Fo 0 not only want the Advantages they had 
tue n the primitive Times, but that the Work 
a elf is in many Reſpects more difficult. 

AF wiſtianity at thc Beginning was propagated 
5 na World made up, not of an infinite 

. Fo \umber of little Clans, uſing different Lan- 


ages, and thoſe totally unlike our Euro- 
D 2 pean 
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pean Tongues, barbarous in themſelves, and 
independent of each other; but of grex 
Nations, ſpeaking many of them Language, 
that have great Affinity, civilized by Art, 
familiarized to one another by Commerce, 
and almoſt all under one Government ; 
which, to paſs by other Dithculties, makes 
the Converſion of the new World much hat- 
der than that of the old one. 

But this, as I have ſaid, is not the firſt and 
principal Deſign of this Society; their Buſi. 
neſs is to preſerve a Senſe of Virtue and Re: 
ligion, and the Knowledge and Worſhip of 
the true God among our own People; and 
conſiſtently with this, in the next Place to 
endeavour the Converſion of their Negroes, 
and then of ſuch Indians as they have Com- 
merce with, and who lie neareſt to them. 
But if we confine their Buſineſs within its 
firſt and moſt proper Bounds, tis then dith- 
cult enough, a great deal more than they 
ſeem to apprehend, who are moſt ready to 
find Fault. Let them compare the Greatneſs 
of the Work with the Means furniſhed for 
carrying of it on, and they will (ce, that 
the ordinary Fund of the Socicty will ſcarce 
enable them to anſwer the many Demands 
they have for Miſſionaries in the poorer Sct- 
tlements; much leſs can they fend ſo 1)! 
as a due Performance of the publick Service, 
and the Inſtruction of the People in Places 
of ſo great Extent reaſonably require; 0! 
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give them ſuch Allowances, as ſuch difficult, 
ſuch laborious, and oftentimes dangerous Ser- 
vices well deſerve. And ſtill leſs able are they 
to maintain Schools and Maſters ſufficient for 
the Education of their Children, and to fur- 
niſh them with the proper Books ; much leſs 
can it be expected they ſhould provide a com- 
petent Supply of Catechiſts, tho' ſo much 
wanted for the Inſtruction of the Children of 
our own People, and abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Converſion of the Negroes. If the Con- 
tributions to this Society were double and 
treble to what they are, tis eaſy to ſee they 
might all be very uſefully employ'd, tho' con- 
fined only to the Meſt- Indies. If therefore 
ſo much has not been done as could be 
wiſhed, tis not the Fault of the Society, but 
for Want of a ſufficient Fund for it. 

But if theſe Things are ſo, if the Deſign of 
this Society be ſo excellent and uſeful in its 
End, if this End be ſteadily purſued by the 
moſt proper Methods in their Power, if no 
Integrity or Zeal, no Care or Prudence has 
been wanting in the Execution of it, if the 
Moneys given for carry ing on this Deſign have 
been applied in the beſt, the faireſt, the moſt 


frugal Manner; if the End propoſed can't be 


otherwiſe purſued or attained than by the li- 
beral Contributions of charitable and well 
diſpoſed Perſons; 'tis manifeſt this Charity 
has every Thing in it ſuch Perſons can wilt 


for, to recommend it to their Favour and 
En 
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Encouragement. But if neither the Good- 
neſs of the Deſign conſider'd in itſelf, nor 
the Fitneſs of the Means by which it is con- 
duced, nor the Impoſſibility of its being 
otherwiſe carried on, can prevail with Men 
to contribute to it, let them 1n the laſt Place 
conſider the Obligations they are under to 


ſupport it, and the Intereſt which themſelyes 


and their Country have in it. 

Can Men, who are in earneſt Chriſtians, 
not think it their Duty to propagate the 
Knowledge of Chriſtianity ? Can Chriſtians, 
I fay, think thus? For tis to them only 1 
ſpeak : We don't expect that Men who don't 
believe the Goſpel, or who live as if they did 
not, ſhould be zealous to promote the Know- 
ledge of it ; that they who would extinguiſh, 
if they could, Chriſtianity at Home, would 


be forward to propagate the Knowledge and 


Practice of it in foreign Parts: No, this 
would be to expect, that Satan ſhould be di- 


vided againſt himſelf: All one could ask of 


ſuch Men, would be, not to obſtruct what 
they will not promote; but that is asking a 
great deal too much; their Zeal for Infidelity 
carries them great Lengths ; they are not con- 
tent to corrupt the Principles of the young 
People of their own Country by writing and 
diſperſing lewd, prophane, blaſphemous Books, 
full of Infidelity and Atheiſm, and all Impi- 


ety; they have, with great Induſtry and at 


a conſiderable Expence, endeavoured to pro- 


pagate 
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pagate Infidelity into theſe very Countries, as 
if it were to countermine the Meaſures ta- 
ken by this Society for the Propagation of 
Chriſtianity. To ſuch therefore we do not 
addreſs, but to the ſerious and good Chri- 
ſtian, to thoſe who are ſuch in Reality as well 
as Name. He who truly believes in Chriſt 
himſelf, who thinks it his greateſt Happineſs 
that he was early call'd to the Knowledge of 
the Goſpel, who has a juſt Senſe of the De- 
merit of Sin, and of the Diſpleaſure of God; 
that the Wages of Sin is Death, and that Par- 
don of Sin, and Salyation are attainable on- 
ly thro' Faith in Chriſt: A Man with theſc 
Thoughts about him, muſt needs be convin- 
ced, that it is his Duty to promote, as he has 
Opportunities, the Propagation of the Goſ- 
pel ; his Love of God, and a true Zeal for 
his Honour, his Faith and Hope in Chriſt, 
wiil make him in the Sincerity of his Heart 


Earth, aud his ſaving Health among all 
Nations. But if this Love of God and Faith 
in Chriſt will powerfully engage him on 


benevolence, the Love of his own Spccies, 


in the Image of the ſame God, and as Men 
entituled to the fame Redemption by Chriſt, 


a Man can't behold infinite Numbers of his Fel- 
low-Creatures dead as it were while alive, and 
buried 


wiſh, that bis Mays may be known upon 


this Side; ſo likewiſe will his Humanity and 


of Creatures made in all Things like himſelf, 


upon performing the Conditions of it. Such 
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buried in Ignorance and groſs Darkneſs, and 
not be ſenſibly touch'd at their great Un- 
happineſs, Slaves to Sin and Satan, without 
any Knowledge of God, or any Senſe of 
Virtue. 
But if Chriſtians, really ſuch, could be in- 
ſenſible of their Obligations to this Duty, 
(tis indeed impoſſible they ſhould, but if it 
could be) can it be thought for the Intereſt 
of a Chriſtian Country not to promote by 
all proper Methods, the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel in Colonies derived from them, and 
preſerve them in the Obedience of the Faith 
in Chriſt? What can we think would be the 
Conſequence, ſhould that Day ever come, 
that thoſe Countries ſhould be totally over- 
ſpread with Infidelity and Irreligion, with Pa- 
gan Ignorance, and a Want of all virtuous 
and moral Principles? What Fidelity can Ma- 
ſters expect from ſuch Servants, or Princes 
from ſuch Subjects? Will true Faith and O- 
bedience to Man ſubſiſt, when all Senſe of 
God is loſt? Monſtrous Suppoſition ! The 
only true Security Maſters and Princes can 
have in Servants and Subjects, is a ſtrong and 
lively Senſe that they are under the Eyc of 
an all- ſeeing God, who will, if not in this 
Life, yet moſt certainly at the Laſt Day, 1c- 
verely puniſh Falſnood and Diſobedicncc. 
And if this Senſe of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence and a future Judgment be once extin- 
guiſh'd, no Superiors can be ſafe in the Pro 
miles, 
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miſes or Oaths, or any other the moſt ſolemn 
Engagements of thoſe under them. So that 
it is above all Things the Intereſt of Princes, 
and of all other Perſons veſted with any 
Kind of Power and Authority, whether pub- 
lick or domeſtick, to cultivate the Principles 
of Religion in all who are in their Service, 
and under their Government. Tis therefore 
greatly the Concern of this Nation, and more 
particularly of thoſe who have Poſſeſſions ot 
Commerce in thoſe Countries, to preſerve 
and ſupport the Knowledge and Practice of 
Religion in them. And if this was not ta- 
ken due and proper Care of in the firſt Set- 
tlement of theſe Colonies, there is the more 
Reaſon for them to concur heartily in the Mea- 
ſures which have been ſince entred into for this 
good End. They ought not only willingly 
and chearfully, but thankfully to contribute 
towards it, ſince ſo neceſſary an End, in 
which their own private Intereſts are ſo great- 
ly concerned, may now thro' the Care of 
this Society be effectually provided for, upon 
comparatively eaſy Terms. 

Nothing 1s truer than this, and yet there 
is but too much Reaton to fear, that ſome 
who are moſt intereſted in this Affair, are leaſt 
ſenſible of the great Importance of it, as it 
they thought their Intcreſt beſt ſerved by Peo- 
ple moſt devoid of the Knowledge of God, 
and of all Senſe of Religion: They don't 1n- 


deed in direct Terms ſay ſo, but the Pack- 
F wardacls 


— — 


A Sermon before the Society 


wardneſs ſome have ſhewn to promote this 
good Work, and the Obſtructions others have 
given to it, too evidently prove, that what. 
ever their Pretences be, this in Reality is the 
true Reaſon, why they diſcourage the In- 
ſtruction of theſe poor People in the Know- 
ledge of Religion. But ſurely if Men would 
thorougly conſider Things, they could not be: 
in theſe Sentiments; but admit it were in 
ſome Reſpects more for their worldly Intereſt 
to keep theſe People in Ignorance of eve- 
ry Thing that leads towards God and Virtue; 
yet, if they had any true Senſe of Religion 


themſelves, or any Concern for the Souls of 


their Fellow-creatures, (for ſuch they are, 
how meanly ſoever they may think of them) 
they could not be unwilling to procure to 
them the infinite and unſpeakable Benefits Be- 
lievers have in Chriſt, at the Expence of ſome 
little Inconvenience to themſelves. But this 
in Reality neither is, nor can be the Caſe; 
all the Service a reaſonable Man, and one 
who has any Humanity, can expect, may and 
will be had from Servants under the Influ- 
ence and Power of Religion ; and what can't 
be expeted from ſuch Servants, ſhould not 
be exacted from any. But this Subject has 
been ſo well handled more than once in this 
Place, that I ſhall not enlarge further on it. 
The Intereſt the Publick has in theſe Co- 
lonies is of much greater Importance; it 


concerns thoſe therefore who have the Inter- 
eſt 
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et of their Country at Heart, to conſider 
well what will be the Conſequence, with Re- 
lation to the Publick, of a general Decay of 
virtuous Principles, of the over-ſpreading of 
Infidelity,and of an univerſal Ignorance in Mat- 
ters of Religion. Nothing can be more cer- 
tain, than that there can be no Dependance 
on the Fidelity of a People ſo corrupted ; 
but if even ſuch a People could be depend- 
ed on, if a People who have no Senſe of 
God and Religion left, could be faithful to 
their Mother-Country, what Aſſurance have 
we, that if neglected by us, they ſhall not 
be ſeduced to Popery, which it appears by 
the Charter of this Society, was then appre- 
hended would be one Conſequence of our 
Neglect of them. We all know the inde- 
fatigable Induſtry and Zeal of Popery in 
making Proſelytes: We ſee too much of this 
here at home, to make any Doubt of their 
Activity and Diligence, where they would 
have, thro' our Negligence, ſuch promiling 
Hopes of a plentiful Harveſt. And if theſe 
People ſhould be thus ſeduced, what may 
we not then apprehend would be the Conſe- 


quence ? Would they not be tempted by the 


moſt deluſive Arts to throw off their Depen- 
dance on Great Britain, and either to ſet up 
for themſelves, or betray thoſe Countries to 
our Enemies? How ill we could bear the Loſs 
of thoſe Countries, no body can want to 
be told, who knows the Intcreſt we have in 
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the Preſervation of them ; but if ir would he 
ſo prejudicial to us not to have them with 
us, what would it be to have them in an 
Enemies Hand, and turned againſt us? It 
would not perhaps be difficult to ſhew, that 
the Cultivation of Virtue and Religion in 
theſe Colonies is, in our Situation, the ſu— 
reſt as well as cheapeſt Way to preſerve the 
Intereſt we have in them. But however that 
be, it muſt be allowed, that this is one great 
Means, one very proper Way to ſecure this 
important Article; and that is enough not 
only to make all Perſons who have a warm 
Senſe of Religion upon their Minds them- 
ſelves, but all others alſo without Exception, 
who have a real Concern for the Intereſt of 
their Country, Friends to this Society, and 
willing to fupport it by their Contributions, 
that they may be able not only to carry on, 
but to improve and extend the Deſign they 
are ſo worthily engaged in. 

But the beſt Motive to this Charity, is a 
Zcal for the Honour of God, and of our 
Saviour, and a Love and Concern for 
our Fellow-creatures, in Things of the ut- 
molt Importance to them, on ' which both 
their preſent and future Happineſs, the moſt 
ſolid Comfort under all Viciſlitudes in this 
Life, and the Ercrnal Salyation of their Souls 
depends. This Motive, I can't but hope, WII 
have a due Influence on all ſerious and wel- 
diſpoſed Minds, and incline them ſtrongly to 
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give their Help towards the Maintenance of 
Miſſionaries, where they are ſo much want- 
ed; Hince there is no other Name under Hea- 
ren given among Men, whereby we muſt be 
ſaved, but the Name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; neither is there Salvation in any 
ther. But how 
whom they have not heard; and how ſhall 
they hear without a Preacher; and how 
ſhalt they preach, except they be ſent ? And 
ſent, we are ſenſible, they can't be, but thro' 
the Benevolence of thoſe who ſhall liberally 
contribute towards it, ſince no other Provi- 
fon is made for it. 

Conſider of it, take Advice, and act like 
Men, who have a Zcal for God, and are dc- 
firous to expreſs the Sincerity of their Love 
to him by a ſincere Love of their Brethren, 
who, however ſeparated and diſtant in Place 
fom them, yet are by Nature and many 
other Ties related to them. That this pious and 
good-natured Zeal may be kindled in all our 
Hearts, to the Glory of the Father, who would 
have all Men to be ſaved, and of the Son, 
who died for all Men, and commanded his 
Goſpel to be preached to all Nations, God of 
his infinite Mercy grant ; to whom, with the 
Son and Holy Spirit be all Honour, Glory, 
and Power, now and ever. 


F 
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